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famous throughout Europe for his learning, the friend of
Erasmus and perhaps the most notable figure in England.
Fisher believed in the genuineness of the maid's revelations
and in her sanctity; More was less certain,
Cromwell, in order to make his terror the more effective,
introduced arbitrary killing by Act of Attainder. There was
no trial; the Government proposed a law declaring such and
such a person to be attainted. Parliament—which was only
there to register the decrees of the Government—passed the
law, and the person or persons named were thereupon put to
death. Cromwell proposed such a Bill for killing Elizabeth
Barton and certain followers of hers, and, being determined to
do the thing thoroughly, he added to the Bill the names of
Fisher and More. At such an enormity many of the Upper
House hesitated; but the Maid of Kent and six of her followers
were killed on April 21,1534. More and Fisher were kept back
in the hope that they might take the Oath of Supremacy, and
so strengthen the now schismatic position of the King, who
had become, as it were, Pope in England. They refused. On
June 22, 1535, Fisher was beheaded, and nine days later Sir
Thomas More.
Cromwell had already turned upon the three orders of monks
who had been most strict in their loyalty to the Papacy—the
Brigittines, the reformed Franciscans, and especially the Car-
thusians. The heads of the three Carthusian houses were
hanged, drawn, and quartered, and of the remainder of the
order many died in prison after having been chained up to a
wall for weeks on end.
The Fall of Anne Boleyn. Jane Seymour. The King's
mania, which had led him to such a pass, began suddenly to
decline. During this year, 1535, he became disgusted with
Anne Boleyn. She bore another child which, if it had lived,
would have been a male heir»:Jbut it was stillborn, and after
that she seems to have gone mad. She knew that Henry had
already begun a new love affair with one of her maids of
honour, a certain Jane Seymour; she made violent scenes, and
took on lovers herself; she was even accused of incest. On
January 8, 1536, Queen Catherine died; in April Henry
learned of the way in which Anne now jeered at him behind
his back, and he named a committee (including her uncle the
Duke of Norfolk) to report upon her conduct. They found
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